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.’I‘ha_t some. - phllanthroplst
would "pay- students $5-a day
-plus. bonuses for gettmg to .
class on time, staying out of
fights and Keeping their grades
up might strike’ some as the
makings of a great redlity show. .

Yesterday, four eighth-grad- .
ers at Weldon E. Howitt Mid--
dle "School in' Farmingdale
were assured that the deal WS
tio-show, but rather reahty it-
seIf

school,’ ” said one of the sele
ed students, Matthew Delano;
14, of Farmingdale, who said
one of his goals was to. lift his

- test grades this year {rom-the
70s, to the 80s or 90s. RO

- The program; “S” for Suc- .
cess, is the idea: of Jefry Ros-.
marin, a Plaifiview. developer, a
‘who has tried other incen-
tives in the past. In 1992, Ros-
marin -promised 46. middle
schoolers in Westbury that, if
they -graduated. from high-
school, he would pay. their col-
lege tuition — a ‘pledge that’
eventually cost him a repert—
ed $500,000.

Under "the  terms of RQS-
rnarm 5 latest venture, the four
Farm.mgdale students. will re-

- ceive §$50 ‘every two. weeks,
plus bonuses of $125 every five
weeks., Im refurn,  they ‘mis
meet all- niles of the -
program, which include earn- .
ing C grades or better in every

. ¢lass, showing up on time for bi- -

~weekly - mentoring - sessions
with Rosmatin, and getting pos- -
itive progress report§ from all
their teachers:- Rec1p1ents who
fall short of the requirements
will have their “pay” docked at
Rosmarin’s diseretion. -~ - :

‘LGSt AL A5 - Chraoss Ut
sinee.September, Lve-been.pret;

Tsaid 4 selected elags-™
mate, Bernandme Jean; 14, also
of Farmingdale, “So this is kind
of a reward for what Im al-
-ready doing.”

Other students plcked for
the unusual incentive program
are Matt Ryan and Kevin Bly-
man, both 13 and Farmingdale
residents. . :

Meeting over pizza yester-
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JEFR' RO \ ARIN center goes over the program thh Matthew Delano left, his mother .
Jenni er. Wagn r Kathy Blyman and her son Kevm Belnw a student reads over the contract




" Efen Kramuner, adinimistva e

day wwh the eighth-graders -
and their pavents, Rosmarin as- .
sured them that failure to meet
the program’s standards would
result-in. quick dismissal — but
a quiet ane, hot the ceremoni-
ous.  kind featunng extin- -
guished torches or” lecttites -
from & boss they m,lght have
seen on TV
““This is. not the Dsnald

‘Trump- show,” Rosmarin. said.
“Uri ot going to-get you.in a
board room with a fot of people
and say, ‘Youre fired” Bat if
you can't do the ]ob I'm going
to.get someoneelge” - -

“The Parmingdale Four didn’t

tirely ‘escape- the limelight,
however. Rosmarimhad invited
REWs repm'ters and photogra-

phers- tp

nervous — my legs are shak—
ing,” Délano said. -

Rosmarin ac:lmowledges that
the prograni’s charices. of sue-
cass. are nmeertain, ind not a1
students offered the cash ificen-
tives have accepted. Originally,
school counselors came  up
with a list of 20 teens they e
sidered good prospects — not
severe troublemakers; but ath-
or; students who losked as’ if
they: mlght succeed with extra

cam*rol of ﬂ;ezr'

director for the Farmingdale
distriet, who hiélped put togeth-
or the program. “They don't
want anybody else to contral-
if Ld .




	page1
	page2

